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that it is in the national interest of the United
States to draw down articles and services
from the inventory and resources of the De-
partment of Defense, military education and
training from the Department of Defense,
and articles and services from the inventory
and resources of the Departments of Justice,
State, Transportation, and the Treasury for
the purpose of providing international anti-
narcotics assistance to Colombia, Peru, Ecua-
dor, and Panama.

Therefore, I direct the drawdown of up
to $72.55 million of articles and services from
the inventory and resources of the Depart-
ments of Defense, Transportation, Justice,
State, and the Treasury, and military edu-
cation and training from the Department of
Defense, for Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, and
Panama for the purposes and under the au-
thorities of chapter 8 of part I of the Act.

As a matter of policy and consistent with
past practice, my Administration will seek to
ensure that the assistance furnished under
this drawdown is not provided to any unit
of any foreign country’s security forces if that
unit is credibly alleged to have committed
gross violations of human rights unless the
government of such country is taking effec-
tive measures to bring the responsible mem-
bers of that unit to justice.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to arrange for its
publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7228—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 1999
September 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Across America today, women are living

challenging, fulfilling lives, skillfully bal-
ancing the responsibilities of work, family,
and community, and making plans for a
bright future. But for thousands of these
women each year, the diagnosis of breast
cancer shatters the pattern of everyday exist-
ence. For millions more, the fear of such a

diagnosis casts a shadow across their lives.
This year alone, an estimated 175,000 new
cases will be diagnosed, and more than
43,000 women will die from breast cancer.

Despite these tragic statistics, we are be-
ginning to see real progress in our national
crusade against this disease. The breast can-
cer mortality rate in the United States has
steadily declined over the past 10 years, and
currently 2 million American women are win-
ning the battle against this cancer.

Our steadfast commitment to breast can-
cer research is finally bearing fruit and has
led the way to new preventative treatments.
Last year, the National Cancer Institute’s
(NCI) landmark Breast Cancer Prevention
Trial revealed that there were 49 percent
fewer reported diagnoses among women who
took tamoxifen. In another promising effort,
researchers are looking at an alternate drug
to see if we can achieve the same results but
with fewer side effects.

Researchers are also conducting studies to
determine if other medications can provide
an effective weapon in our war against breast
cancer. The Food and Drug Administration
has recently approved the use of a new drug
that has proved to be effective in the treat-
ment of patients already in the advanced
stages of this disease. Studies indicate that
the drug may benefit 25 to 30 percent of
women with advanced breast cancer. En-
couraged by these findings, the NCI has rap-
idly expanded its study to include earlier
stages of breast cancer and the treatment of
other cancers, such as ovarian cancer.

We have also made promising strides in
promoting the early detection of breast can-
cer, which is critical to prolonging patients’
lives. A recent survey conducted by the NCI
and the Health Care Financing Administra-
tion (HCFA) showed that 88 percent of
women 65 years of age and older had under-
gone at least one mammogram during their
lifetime—a 25 percent increase from 1992.
Of the women who had a mammogram, 80
percent received their most recent test with-
in the past 2 years, and more than 75 percent
knew of Medicare’s mammography coverage.
The NCI and HCFA hope to build on this
progress through their joint campaign to
raise women’s awareness of the importance
of regularly scheduled mammograms and the
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availability of Medicare mammography bene-
fits.

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) has also played a vital role
in combating breast cancer by providing ac-
cess to screenings for medically underserved
women. Authorized by the Breast and Cer-
vical Cancer Mortality Prevention Act of
1990, the CDC’s early detection program
provides breast and cervical cancer screening
services for women who might otherwise not
receive them, such as older women, women
with lower incomes, and women of color.
This program has provided nearly 1 million
mammograms, resulting in the diagnosis of
more than 5,800 breast cancer cases.

Having lost my own mother to this dev-
astating disease, I know all too well the pain
and hardship that breast cancer inflicts on
women and their families. I urge all Ameri-
cans to join me in the crusade to prevent,
treat, and ultimately eradicate breast cancer.
By building on the breakthroughs we have
achieved in research, prevention, and treat-
ment and by promoting continued education
and awareness, we can ensure that millions
of women can look forward to longer lives
and a brighter future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 1999 as
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, businesses,
communities, health care professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and all the people of the
United States to publicly reaffirm our Na-
tion’s strong and continuing commitment to
controlling and curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 4, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 5.

Proclamation 7229—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 1999
September 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As Americans, we define ourselves in many

ways—not only by our families and commu-
nities, but also by our work; not only by who
we are, but also by what we do for a living.
Millions of Americans with disabilities, how-
ever, do not share that experience because
their path to the world of work has been
strewn with barriers. At a time when the un-
employment rate in our Nation is at the low-
est level in a generation—4.2 percent—a
staggering 75 percent of Americans with dis-
abilities remain unemployed, even though
the vast majority of them want to work.

One of the greatest barriers to employ-
ment for people with disabilities is that,
under current law, they often become ineli-
gible for Medicaid or Medicare if they work.
That is why I have challenged the Congress
to pass the bipartisan Work Incentives Im-
provement Act. This proposed legislation
would extent Medicare coverage for people
with disabilities who return to work and im-
prove access to health care through Med-
icaid. No American should ever be forced
to choose between health care coverage and
employment, and this legislation will help en-
sure that no one has to make that choice.

In addition to fully funding the Work In-
centives Improvement Act, my Administra-
tion’s proposed budget includes a $1,000 tax
credit to help people with disabilities offset
the cost of special transportation and other
work-related expenses. We are also seeking
to double our investment in such assistive
technology as braille translators, mobile
phones, and voice recognition software that
give disabled citizens the tools they need to
make the transition to work. And in June of
this year, I signed an Executive order to ex-
pand employment opportunities for people
with psychiatric disabilities and set an exam-
ple for the private sector by ensuring that
the Federal Government’s hiring and pro-
motion standards are the same for these


